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that are in themselves worthy pieces of critical
literature about the stage and its children.

Shaw in his themes and his way of handling
those themes has also pointed out the path of
freedom to his contemporaries. At a moment
when it was daring to do so, and spelled defeat,
he introduced unpleasant and unpopular topics
upon the stage, and instead of allowing himself
to be discouraged by the cold reception, or lack
of reception at all, stalwartly stuck by his guns
and waited for an audience to grow up to him; in
this respect, offering a sharp contrast with other
playmakers, including some very well-known ones,
who, beginning with ideas and the desire to do
worthy work, serious in intention and unusual in
character, found it to their advantage to aban-
don such an advanced position and preferred to
win immediate favor by catering to the mob. Shaw
from the very first had the courage of his con-
victions, and nearly starved before forcing his
day to give him a hearing. His services in mak-.
ing free speech concerning vital topics possible
upon the English-speaking stage are so unique
that it is highly likely his significance in this re-
gard will be an increasing element in the lastingceshy;                         | |
